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NSC BRIEFING - 28 January 1958
CYPRUS
I. Repeated outbreaks of violence (10 deaths) during late January
, may be foreruqners more trouble in near future. Clashes
| involving Turkish Cypriots could also lead to further deterioration
in Greek-Turkish relations and even British-Turkish relations,
II, Vast majority Greek Cypriots continue follow leadership Arch-
bishop Makarios (now in Athens) in demanding:
A. Self-determination for an undivided Cyprus, either immediately,
or following period of self-government;
B. Elimination of emergency regulations (permitting indefinite
arrest);
C. Permission for return of Makarios to Cyprus.
1., EOKA recognizes Makarios as political leader of all
Greek Cypriots and would probably obey him if he
ordered no violence.,
EOKA is capable of remounting
highly-effective campaign of violence,
III. In Athens, the government continues to insist:

A. Britain must negotiate a settlement directly with Makarios;

B. It will not participate in a tri-partite conference with
Britain and Turkey unless an agenda is agreed to by all parties;

C. UILventual self-determination for Cyprus must not be precluded

in any plan for resolving the issue., .
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Turkish Cypriots)recent large-scale rioting against authorities

for first time apparently due:

A. Tear that new Governor has been "too soft"™ to Greek Cypriots,

B, Hope of emphasizing that Greeks énd Turks'can no longer 1live
together-rthus forcing partition,

Turkish Cypriots are capalde being organizéd into effective under-

ground organization, 7This would have sefious effect on police and

administrative forces on Cyprus, in which many Turks serve.

Turkish Government's position recently hardened, It is now

emphasizing:

A. Immediate partition only solution due to relations between
two communities;

B, No further concessions should be made to Greek Cypriots, such
as the return of Makarios,

Britain faces almost impossible task in finding new plan for Cyprus

acceptable to all parties,
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the return of lakarios.
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Britatn faces an almost impor wible task in finding a now plan fo.
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(vorne acceptable to all pari-es.

tlowever, the talks currently being carried on by Foreign e roidry

l.loyd and Prime Minister Menderes at Ankara sti1ll offer a 17

hope for some DProgress o the Cyprus issue,
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1.» EOKA recognizes HaEE?i s a the leader of all Groek’ Cypriots

and’ would probably obey hin it he ordered no violence. g

BOKA is capable of remounting a g

highly-effective canpaign ot viqlence. ‘ ?

The Greek government continues to insist that' v é
'A} Britain must negotiate a settlement directly with Makarios; %
;B. It will not participate in a tri—partite conterence with Britain z
and Turkey unless an agenda is agreed to’ by nll partieS‘ and §
'71-§CQ Eventual self—deternination for Cyprua nust not bo precluded ?
1n ‘any plan for - roaolving the 1ssue.'“" ' ?
,}iRecent large-scaie rioting by Turkish Cypriots against ‘the authoritie:?
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'A. The fcar that the new Governor has been "too soft" to Greek
Cypri vs, and 7

B, The lLope of emphasizing that Grééks and Turks can no louger live

' _toret o0 .-thus forcing partition.

Continuv. -~ urkish fioting and 1ts sﬁppression could embitter rclations (¥
betwee | -Li.h Cypriats and the authorities; This wouald ha§c «'

serd. . +Ifest or the police, 80 percent of whom are Turks,

A. Houwover, the Br;tish have on Cyprus about‘23,000 troops including.
12 buttalions of infantry,plus supporting troops and could |
probably maintain éontrhl'offsituation.‘1  

B. Bul British reinférCementlcapability lsvliyited hy é shortage of

]

iransportation aircraft,
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.Cyprus acceptable to all parties,
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e Bratain faces an almost 1mpoqsihle task jn finding a new plan for
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However,

the talks currently being carried on by Foreign Secretarvy

Lloyd and Prime Minister lendere% at Ankara still offer a bit of

hope for some progress on the Cyprua isque
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